ANATOMY OF A CONVENTION:
A PERSONAL WALKTHROUGH

FEATURE : WSS psysy

I still fondly recall the words of my mother when I asked to go

to my first convention—"Go to New York City? to WHAT?”

For the non-folder or casual origamist, the concept is a tough
one to grasp. What exactly do you do for three days at an
Origami outing?

This year, I decided to tackle the question in detail, and do a
*walk through” of the convention. For all of you potential “first-
timers” out there, I'll tell you what to expect when you come to
an OrigamiUSA Convention. This article describes a typical
Friday and Saturday at convention. Sunday and Monday are sim-
ilar; so I won’t go into more detail than needed. Remember as
you read this that these are activities from this author’s perspec-
tive. An entire Convention experience in New York City has the
potental to be so much more. But don’t take my word for it—
come and experience Convention yourself]
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and joys of what was supposed to be a five day trip.

The Trip

Normally a 14-hour experience in the air turned into a 6%hour
ordeal as we lay stacked up (flying in 100 mi. diameter circles
30,000 feet above a major city airport waiting for clearance to
land or go to the nearest airport) over various East Coast cities
trying to reach our New York destination.

I spent the first hour on-site at the Fashion Institute of
Technology doing all of the tasks I'd planned to do earlier and
cramming them into what I should have been doing then. Some
of these included necessities such as checking in, checking the
room for cockroaches

the contents of my bags to see that the numerous items were
intact. Most importantly I had to make sure my display models
and examples of the topics I was to teach arrived in good shape.
The two classes I was requested to teach were on paper airplanes
and a rat by one of France’s most accomplished paper folders.

have just returned from New York where I attended the
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