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by Jan Polish
' - ohn Montroll is a
FE ATURE J prolific creator and
author. Jan Polish
spoke with him recently about his
work,

JP: How did you first discover origami?

JM: A friend recommended origami
to my family. We got a book—
Honda's How to Make Origami, which
had models pasted in. At the time,
I was in the first grade, and could
barely read, but it looked neat. I went
through the book—the cup, the box,
et cetera. Then T got to the “basic
form,” which was the bird base, and
I didn’t quite understand. I finally

PRISONERS OF THE FOLD

by Rob Hudson

o most people, the
word “origami” is
synonymous with
abstract paper birds, airplanes, or
childhood “cootie catchers.” Most
have not experienced the true scope
of the art form. Paperfolding has
been a part my life for the last eleven
years. My elementary school days
were enlivened with two-fold ducks
and hopping [rogs. By the time I
graduated from high school, I had
joined the national origami society
(today called Origami USA), and
been to two three-day conventions
in New York City. When 1 arrived
at college, I discovered Origami-L, a

mailing list on the Internet for the art,
and promptly joined.

Through this interaction with folders
from around the world, I learned of a
group of Chinese detainees who were
being held in the York County Prison
in Pennsylvania, a short distance from
my home. The mailing list is not typi-
cally a forum for addressing social
injustice. The attraction to the plight
of these immigrants was based on
rumors that they had developed “a
neat new triangle module folded
from paper.” Intrigued, I decided to
attempt to visit these “fellow artists.”

continved on page 10

figured it out—that squash fold just
opened up my whole world. That was
just so neat. You put your hand inside
and you squashed the paper! The
book continued with the crane and
two-piece bird base models. The ani-
mals were very appealing to me—at
the time, two pieces was okay. We just
collected as many origami books as
we could.

JP: When did you start creating?

JM: Even when I was six I created—I
made other animals. Even then I was
able to make things. But I didn’t real-
ize that it was creating. It was just like
when you want to draw something—
you just draw it. I didn’t realize it was
anything special. I already had the
idea that the models in the book
weren’t right—that you should fold
from one square with no cutting—
and I wasn’t sure why the books
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